ANALYSIS IN THE LATENCY PERIOD

which was then completely removed.1 As his anxiety substantially
diminished he began of his own accord to give me single associations
in writing. Later on he used to whisper them to me and asked me to
answer him in a low voice. It became ever clearer that he was
afraid of being overheard by someone in the room,, and there were
some parts of the room which he would not go near on any account.
If, for instance, his ball had rolled under the couch or the cupboard
or into a dark corner, I had to fetch it back for him; while, as his
anxiety increased, he would once more assume the same rigid
posture and fixed expression which had been so marked in him at
the beginning of his analysis. It came out that he suspected the
presence of hidden persecutors watching him from all these places
and even from the ceiling, and that his ideas of persecution went
back, in the last resort, to his fear of the many penises inside his
mother's body and his own. This paranoic fear of the penis as a
persecutor had been very greatly increased by his father's attitude
in watching him and cross-questioning him in regard to masturba-
tion and had made him turn away from his mother as well, she
being in league with his father (the 6woman with a penis'). As his
belief in a 'good' mother became stronger in the course of analysis,
he came to treat me more and more as an ally and as a protector
from persecutors who were threatening him from every quarter. It
was not until his anxiety in this respect had lessened and with it
his estimation of the number and dangerousness of his persecutors,
that he was able to speak and move more freely.2

The last part of Egon's treatment was conducted almost exclu-
sively by means of free associations. There is no doubt in my mind
that I only succeeded in treating and curing this boy by being able
to gain access to his unconscious with the assistance of the play
technique used for small children. Whether it would have been still
possible to do this at a later age seems to me doubtful.3

11 intend to go more fully into this case in Chapter IX.

2 Melitta Schmideberg has discussed a similar case in her paper, CA Con-
tribution to the Psychology of Persecutory Ideas and Delusions* (1931). The
patient was a boy of about sixteen who scarcely spoke at all in his analysis.
Here again the inhibition in speech was caused by ideas of persecution, and
the boy did not begin to associate at all freely until analysis had lessened his
paranoic anxiety.

3 In general, too, the result of Egon's analysis was completely satisfactory.
His face was no longer like a mask and the rigidity of his movements passed
away. He began so take pleasure in the games, pastimes and interests common
to boys of his age. His relations with his family and the world became good
and he grew happy and contented. When last I heard from him, three and
a half years after bis analysis was finished, this healthy development had
continued and had not been disturbed by certain severe strains to which he
had been subjected in the meanwhile.
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